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The first new system of road building since the Romans was

introduced by John Loudon McAdam. His method had the advantage

of being both speedy and cheap.

McAdam did not believe that a heavy stone base was necessary for

a road. He said well-dried soil could be used, so long as the covering

material kept it dry. He covered the soil foundation with a layer of

small broken stones, each no more than an inch and a half across. When

this had been put down, traffic was allowed to pass over the road until

the stones were well pressed together. Then another layer was put down.

This is what road builders call compacting ” the surface.

McAdam’s roads were the best for nearly a century. They became

so famous that they were called simply macadam roads.

Bl 1 McAdam believed that
@ a stone foundation was necessary.

@ soil could not easily be kept dry.

@ traffic would not help pack a road closely.

@ soil could be used as a road base.

[l 2 Traffic was allowed on a half-finished road to

@ break up stones.
@ pack the surface.
B avoid confusion.
@ make the soil dry.
[ 3 In road building “compacting ” means
) allowing for heavy traffic.
@ Duilding a road speedily.
@ making a road firm by pressing.

@ putting one layer upon another.
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