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Using Proficiency Tests (examples)

1. TOEFL/IELTS

2. TOEIC/BULATS
3. TEAP

4. 8 (STEP)

5. GTEC for Students
6. TOEFL Junior
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Counting the cost

The individual direct testing of some abilities will take a great deal of
time, as will the reliable scoring of performance on any subjective test.
The production and distribution of sample tests and the training of
teachers will also be costly. It might be argued, therefore, that such
procedures are impractical. In my opinion, this would reveal an
incomplete understanding of what is involved. Before we decide that
we cannot afford to test in a way that will promote beneficial
backwash, we have to ask ourselves a question: What will be the cost
of the test not achieving beneficial backwash? When we compare the
cost of the test with the waste of effort and time on the part of
teachers and students in activities quite inappropriate to their true
learning goals (and in some circumstances, with the potential loss to
the national economy of not having more people competent in foreign
languages), we are likely to decide that we cannot afford not to
introduce a test with a powerful beneficial backwash effect.

—-Hughes (2003: 56)
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