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Developing new tests of Japanese, mathematics and
English to evaluate basic ability

ISHIT Hidetoki*
SHIINA Kumiko*
YANAI Haruo*
IWATSUBO Shuichi*
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Abstract

Japanese and mathematics tests were developed in order to evaluate basic ability nec-
essary for higher education. Ishii et al. (2004a) investigated several characteristics of
those tests using data from high school students. In the present study, new versions of
Japanese and mathematics tests were developed based on the findings obtained by Ishii
et al. (2004a), and also tests on English were newly developed. These tests were admin-
istered to college freshmen. The results show that the Japanese tests meet the criteria.
However, difficulties of the mathematics and English tests need to be adjusted, although
the tests are considered equivalent within each of these subject areas.

* National Center for University Entrance Examinations
** Tohoku University
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