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An Investigation into Views of Faculty Members
on Learning Motivation and Decline of Ability
of University Students

ISHII Hidetoki*
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Abstract

Views of faculty members for decline of university students’ ability and eagerness for
study were investigated. Then, it was observed that the decline was generally recog-
nized, especially by the members in private schools. Concretely, lack of fundamental
ability, autonomy, and logical thinking was highly recognized. As countermeasures to the
decline, fundamental education and taking many courses at secondary education, intelli-
gible teaching and small numbers education at universities were considered as important.

Moreover, It was observed that, to study efficiently at higher education, necessity to
learn foreign languages, Japanese and mathematics at secondary education is highly rec-
ognized, which was the same as the result at a survey in 1991. It was also found that,
adding to ability of logical thinking, inquiring mind, writing and conceiving ability were
considered not to be acquired by students, although necessity for students to acquire
those ability was recognized highly by the faculty members of universities throughout
Japan.

Key words: learning motivation, decline of ability, skill learning, logical thinking, higher
education
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