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Abstract

We conducted a nationwide survey to teachers belonging to departments of medicine
in order to investigate how they consider about innovations of medical schools in Japan,
and what kinds of subjects and selection criterion are necessary to employ as candidates
into faculty of medicine both from high school and from university graduates in various
fields, and those into medical school.

Consequently, it turned out that the views over both innovations of medical school
and subjects as the entrance examination largely depend upon the major fields of the
teachers. Moreover, it was clearly found that 24 capabilities and 12 skills required to
become skilled medical doctors showed considerable differences among the different fields
they belongs to.

With regards to the medical school design which will cause a big change in medical
education in Japan, it is widely known, and thus it also turned out that 60 percent of
the teachers wish realization of a medical school in a certain form. Moreover, teachers of
high age groups who are against introduction of the current system of accepting graduate
students from 4-year courses other than medical departments, are comparatively eager
to accept applicants graduated from 4-years courses other than medical schools as the
candidates for medical schools.

It was found that teachers of medical departments wish to employ the examina-
tion which imposes many subjects focusing on measuring achievement abilities such as
Japanese language, mathematics, and English and, in addition, they wish to employ “an
interview and a short article.” In addition, it is important to notify here that about
40 percent of teachers in this study emphasized the necessity employing an examina-
tion for measuring Japanese communications skills, while on the other hand about less
than 30 percent of teachers accepted the necessity for a comprehensive skill analysis type
achievement test like MCAT used in U.S.A.

From now on, a study is encouraged to investigate the details of the entrance
examination in views of not only the timing of introduction of medical schools

* Department of Basic Educational Assessment, Research Division, National Center for University Entrance
Examinations.
=* Department of Experimental Studies on Integrated Abilities, Research Division, National Center for Univer-
sity Entrance Examinations.
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in Japan but also in view of real needs of medical schools as a method reconstructing
the medical education system in Japan. In that case, we take it for granted that we
will include not only school subjects examinations but also we will include examinations
measuring communication ability and comprehensive ability as well.

Key words: medical school, communication ability, comprehensive ability, skill analy-
sis, MCAT, interview, short article.
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