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An Analysis of the Curriculum of “Futsu-ka”
Upper Secondary Schools under the
Diversification Policy

ARAMAKI Sohei*
YAMAMURA Shigeru*

Abstract

The current Course of Study encourages upper secondary schools to develop their
own diversified courses and curriculum which are appropriate for the students who vary
greatly in their abilities, aptitude, and interests and concerns. The purpose of this study
is to clarify the reality of the curriculum of current upper secondary school by an empiri-
cal method. We collected 464 curriculum tables, which were contributed from 86 percent
of the 10 percent random samples of all Japanese upper secondary schools. The data we
analyzed here consist of 331 curriculum tables of “Futsu-ka”, a type of upper secondary
schools that provide general courses.

Some schools organize several courses, and the curriculum of the each course has a few
elective subjects. Others have only one or two courses and the each course provides rel-
atively more elective subjects. We classified the curriculum by the following criteria: (1)
whether to go on to the next stage or not, (2) type of courses (arts course, science course,
other courses), (3) special curriculum for highly selective universities or not, and (4) uni-
versity entrance examination subjects. This classification revealed that the curricula of
“Futsu-ka” were, in fact, not so diverse.

Relationships between university entrance rate and elective subjects were also ana-
lyzed. The schools with high university entrance rate tend not to provide elective sub-
jects that are not required for university entrance examinations. The schools with low
university entrance rate tend to have fewer elective subjects.

In conclusion, the current National curriculum let the “Futsu-ka” upper secondary
schools organize their curricula for the purpose of efficiently passing their students
through university entrance examinations that have reduced a number of required sub-
jects the applicants to take.

Key words: (1) Upper Secondary School Curriculum (2) Elective Subjects (3) Univer-
sity Entrance System (4) Educational Policy
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