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Developing a general type of extensive open-ended questions
to assess the abilities of college students majoring in the
humanities or social sciences

Yoko HIRAT*
Kumiko SHIINA*#*
Haruo YANATI***

Abstract

Here we present an attempt to develop a new type of college entrance test based on the learning processes
of students majoring in the humanities or social sciences. Four open-ended questions were devised around a
passage about a boy’s crime to assess the candidates’ ability to a) grasp the points of the passage; b) apply the
knowledge written in the passage; c) use his/her own words to summarize the contents; d) develop his/her own
thoughts based on the passage; and e) express his/her own thoughts effectively and logically. We found that
three raters did not agree when it came to the rating of categories such as “whether stating his/her thoughts,”
“whether considering from two or more points of view,” or “easy or not easy to read.” In rating these points,
each rater seemed to evaluate different aspects of the subjects’ responses from the others. However, although
the rater bias existed, we found that the four questions successfully assessed the abilities required of college
students of the humanities and social sciences; i.e., comprehension, expression, versatile point of view,
summarization, and developing his/her own thoughts. Factor analysis showed differences between students of
the humanities and social sciences and students of science and technology. This suggests that this type of test
may successfully measure the academic aptitude for the humanities or social sciences at college.

Key Words :  Extensive Essay Test, Agreement of Ratings, Humanities/Social Sciences Aptitude

* Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Tokyo Metropolitan University.
*k ##% Research Division, The National Center for University Entrance Examinations.
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