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Development of the Item Pool for the
Broad-Range Japanese Fundamental
Language Skills Test

Naoki TAaIrRA*
Shin-ichi MAYEKAWA**
Hiroshi ONO***
Hideo HAYASHIBE****
Teruhisa UCHIDA***

Abstract

A Broad-range Japanese Fundamental Language Skills Test designed to evaluate
student’s comprehension of basic Japanese words was developed. The present test
consists of two subtests : the Basic Vocabulary Test (Vocabulary Test) consisting of
471 basic Japanese word multiple-choice items, and the Basic Chinese Character
Pronunciation Test (Kanji Test) consisting of 977 free-response items. Both subtests
covers the age-group of 6 through 18.

For each subtest, 11 preliminary forms were constructed and administered to the
students from the first grade of elementary schools to the third grade of senior high
school. Item parameters were separately calibrated for each form using approxi-
mately 3,000 students and then equated to form a common scale. On the common
scale of the item pool, for the Vocabulary Test, the mean ability score of each grade
ranges from 80 to 120, and for the Kanji Test, 67 to 116. The standard deviation of
each grade is about 4 in the lower and about 10 for the higher for the Vocabulary Test{
and for the Kanji test, about 13 in the lower and about 4 in the higher grade. '

Key words: item pool, test equating, Japanese language skills test, vocabulary test,
Chinese character test
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