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Subject Choice Behavior of
Examinees Resitting the NCT
— Affection towards established subjects —

Norio SUZUKT"
Teruhisa UCHIDA™

Abstract

The National Center Test (NCT) was revised in 1977 on the basis of the new high school curriculum. The
main difference from the previous system was to include alternative subjects taken for fewer credits than core high
school subjects. For example, two credits World History A is the alternative to World History B of the traditional
four credit subject. Examinees are able to choose one in the same subject area.

This paper discusses how examinees who took the NCT test twice consecutively in 1996 and 1997 altered
their subject choice on the new NCT. Data from 1997 and 1998 are also used to explore the stability of subject
choice behavior.

Our main findings are as follows.

(1) Most of examinees have a strong tendency to choose traditional subjects equivalent to those on the first
NCT exam. These examinees received relatively high scores on the first NCT and were unaffected by
introduction of alternative subjects. On the other hand, a few examinees who received a lower score on
the first NCT were apt to select an alternative subject or fail to take an exam on the second NCT.

(2) This tendency in the 1996-1997 data is also apparent in 1997-1998 data. On the whole, it is fair to say
that the subject choice of resitting examinees is

a) rational in its relationship to prior NCT score, and

b) largely unaffected by the introduction of alternative subjects.

Key words : the new NCT test, resitting examinee, alternative subjects
Subject choice behavior
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